
Upcoming Activities:

 Oct 18 - General Membership Meeting -
Rolling Valley Elementary School:  
7:30 p.m.

 Oct. 28 - Halloween Parade
 Oct. 28 - Halloween Haunted House/Fun

 Fair - Rolling Valley Elementary  
School
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From the President Ð John Cooley Ð If youÕre not
up to date on the following issues, discussions or
events, I do not have your e-mail address.  Once a
week or so, your Board of Directors and Executive
Council send out Village news via e-mail.  Some of
these e-mails are fast-paced reports that simply can
not wait until the next publication of the Village
Crier.  We have had to represent our majority
position on key issues and developments that can
only be gathered in meetings, by mail delivery or by
e-mail.  IÕd like to expand our e-mail capability to
include all in the Village.  If you did not receive an
e-mail/e-news dated Sept. 29, I do not have your
address.  Here are some of the key issues we have
worked since the last Crier:   

* Rolling Road widening is now scheduled for
2013, a full two years after the last of the 18,000 or
so military positions are to be moved into the
Engineer Proving Grounds just south of us.  There
is additional talk of about 60,000 civilian
contractors following the military to our area.  This
may be good for home resale values, but will create
an incredible traffic issue for us, at least until
Rolling Road is widened and possibly afterwards as
well.  The two Fairfax County Parkways are to be
connected and several other transportation projects
completed before the Army occupies the EPG, but
not Rolling Road and not that access ramp onto the
westbound portion of the Parkway from Rolling
Road.  The traffic signal light was approved for the
school intersection of Barnack and Rolling, but is
on hold awaiting Virginia and Federal funding.  The
Virginia Department of Transportation is trying to
expedite that installation, but donÕt expect it
anytime soon. 

* You may have already heard that the construction
of the cell phone tower has been delayed by Fairfax 
CountyÕs permit and permission processes. 
Cingular believes it will be able to host a grounds-
breaking ceremony this month and soon thereafter
we should have full signal strength for Cingular

customers and for Catherine Zeta JonesÕ T-Mobile. 
As of now, T-Mobile is the only other cell phone
service subletting antennae space on the Cingular
tower. 

* We polled those on e-mail as to whether we
should run a fall yard sale and whether or not we
should invest in newspaper advertisements for it. 
Those responding said ÒyesÓ to the yard sale and no
to the ads; instead, we put the Community Yard
Sale signs out Ð and it worked! 

* And our webmaster Steve Stark developed a
forum that is linked to our website.  On the forum
(similar to an electronic bulletin board), you can
read other residentsÕ discussion about relevant
Village issues.  It also provides space for registered
users (anyone with a valid e-mail address can
register) to post topics, initiate discussions, give
away or sell unwanted items.  YouÕll find an article
below with additional information. 

* On another note, we have seen a marked increase
in criminal activity within our Village.  It was only
a matter of time before the miscreants found us, but
they apparently have.  More worrisome is the
apparent involvement of some of our children in
these acts of vandalism, theft and misconduct.  See
the Crime Report later in this edition.

* We also visited the possibility of a special
Membership meeting for Congressman Tom
Davis and our very own Chairman of our County's
Board of Supervisors, Gerry Connolly.  As of now,



we are well below a representative number who
would attend such meeting.  How about you? 

* If you missed any of these discussions, I do not
have your e-mail address.  I know some of you do
not have e-mail and would ask that you discuss with
a neighbor the possibility of getting a printed copy. 
You may also send me your name and address and I
will deliver a copy whenever we have critical
discussions of issues relevant to the Village. 

General Membership Meeting Ð 7:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 18, in the POD at Rolling
Valley Elementary School Ð Major agenda items
include election of a new Board of Directors and
approval of the FY Ô07 budget.  We will have two,
maybe three guest speakers for a very short
presentation about their experiences at the Virginia
GirlsÕ State, at the Virginia BoysÕ State and the
Eagle Scout Conservation Project Ð all supported
financially by your Civic Association.  We may
also discuss the possibility of adopting the last 10
homes on the eastern pipe-stem portion of
Springfield Village Drive as part of our Village. 

Do you have an agenda item for consideration for
that meeting?  Let me know.  We plan to adjourn no
later than 9:00 p.m.  Your older children can get 1
and 1/2 hours of community service credit for
attending this meeting.  They can not vote, but it
may be helpful to hear their ideas and comments. 

New Officers for the Board of Directors (BOD) -
Members of the BOD are responsible for carrying
on the business of our Civic Association during the
periods between the General Membership meetings. 
Without specific guidance from the general
membership, the Board decides what course of
action is best for our Association and its members. 
That said, the BOD should be balanced with men
and women, with representation from the east side
and west side of Rolling Road and should include
representation from first-generation-American
residents.  Does it take much time?  No!  Most of
the five BOD positions can serve with little
infringement on your personal time.  The BOD
meets at least twice per year just before the General
Membership meetings.  We conduct most of the
other business via e-mail and assemble only if
necessary.  Directors are expected to attend the GM
meetings, especially the one on Oct. 18 when we
elect a new BOD.  

Some Ð and perhaps all Ð of the current BOD may
seek re-election to the BOD, but that should not
stop you from nominating yourself as well.  I doubt
any of us would not want to step aside for new
directors.  The Board of Directors is comprised of a
President (John Cooley), Vice President (Bridget

Simpkiss), Secretary (Ed Wyse), and Treasurer
(Kristy Walker).  The fifth member is the Past
President (Shawn Klimek).  If you are interested,
let me know and I'll forward our constitution,
bylaws and policy statements to you for review. 
Each on the BOD will also answer your questions. 

Great Village!  Great neighbors!  Awkward
Parking!  Ð Vice President Bridget Simpkiss Ð
Several weeks ago I backed out of my driveway Ð
right into the neighborÕs car.  Never saw it.  Even
after I heard the crunch and looked again, I couldnÕt
see it until I got out of my vehicle.  I had barely left
my own driveway.  Just a week or so ago, I was
parked nearby, and an elderly neighbor clipped my
bumper.  She was still learning the dimensions of
her new car, it was a tight turn, and I had not
considered how my parking there would increase
the difficulty for someone else trying to maneuver
into the next space.  Two collisions in less than a
month make for expensive lessons!  

Most families now have at least two vehicles, and
with visitors parking, too, that means we have an
awful lot of cars, vans, trucks and SUVs parked in
our Village.  With increased numbers comes an
increased need for awareness and consideration. 
Wise residents will check these things when
parking:

¥ Are you parked facing the direction of traffic?
¥ Will traffic (including fire trucks and

ambulances!) be able to pass easily?
¥ Can drivers coming around a curve see you

from both directions?
¥ Do neighbors have room to maneuver in/out of

driveways and spaces?
¥ Has this parking space put you in someoneÕs

blind spot?
¥ Could you park a second car in your driveway,

instead of on the street?
¥ Did you leave enough room for neighbors to

unload groceries or children?
¥ Does your vehicle block someoneÕs view of

oncoming traffic?

Additionally, as you pull in and out of your
driveway or parking space, remember that this is a
very active and pedestrian-friendly neighborhood.  
Regardless of the time or weather, someone is
almost always walking, jogging or bicycling past.  
Please make it a point to be especially watchful and
double check for neighbors, children and pets who
are outside enjoying our lovely Village.    

Neighborhood Crime: 

* Vandalism Ð Damage to Nature Center at Hidden
Pond by either a BB or pellet fired at the windows. 



Grafitti and other vandalism were directed at the
Nature Center and the Pohick Stream Park. 

* Under-Age Drinking Ð Officer Dan Lauta Ð
three subjects, all under the legal drinking age, were
seen standing in the street with a bottle of orange
juice and a bottle of vodka sitting nearby.  The three
admitted to drinking the alcohol and had an odor of
alcohol about their persons.  A seventeen-year-old
involved was released to his father, two nineteen-
year-olds were released on summons; all were
charged with illegal possession of alcohol. 

* Stolen Scooter Ð A scooter was stolen from the
backyard or sunroom of a Village home.  A bicycle
also was taken, but apparently dumped due to a flat
tire. 

* More Theft and Crime in our Village Ð A bike
was stolen from a Vancouver residence and a rock
thrown into the front window of another Vancouver
home.  Three cell phones and a purse were stolen
from three separate cars parked along the pipe stem
of the eastern side of Springfield Village Drive. 
One of the phones was thrown in the grass and later
found near Lake Braddock. 

Are Gangs Becoming Active Here? Ð We had a
group of about six to ten young men roaming our
streets not long ago.  Were they a gang or just a
group of friends returning from a movie or from the
basketball court?  We're not sure, but our West
Springfield police say that they are anxious to help
identify suspicious gang activity.  They said that
when we see potential violators, whether it be
suspicious gang members or not,  we should call the
non-emergency number (703/691-2131) and they
will dispatch an officer out to check it out. 

Neighborhood Watch Ð  It is but a matter of time
before a child is led away in cuffs or even worse Ð
hurt while involved in these misdemeanor crimes. 
ItÕs your home, your children, your Village and
your turn to take a patrol.  Call our Watch
Coordinator Jeff Carter at 703/569-8784 to be
placed on the schedule.  Jeff has a roster of
experienced patrollers if you need a partner. 

There is another side of the Neighborhood Watch
that apparently needs each of our attention.  The
informal, neighbor watching out for neighbor
apparently is also broken in several areas of our
Village.  

Do you know your neighbor by sight and by name? 
Do you exchange information about their normal
schedule and when they expect home deliveries or
pickups?  Do you know what to do if you see
someone new in your area?  Do you have the police

non-emergency phone number (703/691-2131)
handy to call if/when you see something
suspicious?   If not, give it a try.  Many of us have
found that we need our neighbors at one time or
another in our lives.  Why wait until you need them
to get to know them and, more importantly, to help
watch their property, their children and our Village. 

Free Home Security Surveys Ð Our West
Springfield District Crime Prevention Unit will
conduct home surveys at no cost to provide
information on how to make your home less
inviting to would-be criminals.  Contact our Crime
Prevention Office at 703/644-5026.  They did offer
the following suggestions to help reduce our
security posture: 

¥ Lock your vehicles 
¥ Don't leave valuables or keys in parked vehicles

Lock your home doors 
¥ Report all suspicious activity 
¥ Participate in Neighborhood Watch.

Nothing new on that list, but we certainly do not
want criminals to think that we are easy pickings. 
Check your security posture and call Jeff Carter at
703/569-8784 to get on the schedule for
Neighborhood Watch. 

FY ‘07 Membership Drive Ð Membership Chair
Julia Hale Ð The membership drive was officially
over on Oct. 6.  Anyone who has not been contacted
can go on line and find the form on our web site or
give Julia Hale, our Membership Chairperson, a
call at 703/569-3896.  We don't want to miss
anyone.  A big thank you to all of the Block
Captains for volunteering your time.

July Village Crier Ð Thanks to July Crier
distributors:  Dick Denny (additional thanks to him
for distributing Criers to the distributors), Julia
Hale, John Strong, Bill Harvey, Dennis Gehley,
Norah Wilson, Katrina Cooley & Alex Hilliou
(grade school volunteers), Larry &  Mary Mark,
Jodi Murray, Charles Young, Kim Brown, Anne
Walker, Deb Staron, Dutch &  Olga
VanLooveren and Kathleen Cheney. 

Crier Ads  Ð Now that you see what they can look
like and are reasonably priced, let the President
know if you want to reserve a space in the January
2007 Crier.  This opportunity is available only for
our Civic Association members who own or operate
a business.  Ad space is $8 (just enough to cover the
cost of photocopying) and is sold on a first-come,
first-served basis.  We need eight to fill a sheet and,
if that one fills, another eight to fill a second ad
sheet.  Let me know if you want to reserve ad space
in the next Crier. 



Random Acts of Kindness  Ð Nice things to say
about a neighbor follow.  Does your neighbor hold
you in such high esteem?  If not, work on being an
even better neighbor and friend.  Let me know if
youÕd like to recognize someone for their kindness. 

* Sui & Marty Taglieri (Vancouver) were
recognized by Jerry & Lover O'Brien for donating
their home-grown vegetables (green beans and
cucumbers) to Village neighbors.  I know that there
are many more Villagers who go out of their way to
help a neighbor.  If you benefit from another's
kindness, let me know so we can all recognize their
deeds. Well done Marty and Sui Ð you are good
people! 

* Mark Lord was nominated by Julia Hale.  Mark
puts neighborsÕ newspapers near their door while
out on his early morning walks.  What a nice
surprise when the paper is at or near the door
instead of at the curb.  Thanks Mark!  And, thank
you, Julia, for recognizing a good Village neighbor. 

* Wayne Kriebel was submitted by John & Lois
Hoffmann.  The throttle cable broke on John's
lawnmower.  He asked Wayne if he had one on an
old lawn mower that he didnÕt need.  He said he
would check.  A few days later when John went to
cut the grass, he found a new throttle cable had been
installed on his lawnmower!  The Hoffmann's thank
you Wayne and so should the rest of us.  Wayne
and his children keep the area around our village
sign clean and mowed for us.  The Kriebels
certainly surpass our expectations of a good
neighbor.  Thank you! 

* Nancy & Dennis Gehley nominated Pete &
Becky Hatcher as the most caring neighbors.  The
following is from Nancy and Dennis:  

"They have done untold acts of kindness for us over
the years.  The best one was today Ð I donÕt know if
you know that I have advanced melanoma and will
soon go into the NIH hospital for treatments. 
Becky Hatcher today brought over a prayer shawl
that she knitted herself, her church blessed and each
member of her church hugged and prayed over. 
Not only will the shawl be handy for warmth
(because the toxic effects of my treatment will
cause chills, among other things) but the pure
power of prayer and blessings that it brings mean so
much to me.  Pete has voluntarily mowed our lawn
when we have been out of town; they both watch
over our house when we are on trips; and when we
forgot a critical item on our way to Dulles Airport,
they met us to bring it, decided that we would never
make our flight if we had to park our car, so they
drove us to Dulles, took our car home, and picked
us up at Dulles when the trip was over!  They are

truly great neighbors and friends that anyone would
cherish!" 

* John Cooley recognized truly wonderful
neighbors who recently moved from our Village: 

ÒEd &  Joan Tarlosky were original owners of their
home and lived on Edmonton Court for about 40
years.  They treated all of us on Edmonton Court,
many on Ontario and elsewhere in our Village as
though we were blood relatives.  Whenever I was
injured (which happens much too often), Joan
prepared food for my family complete from soup to
dessert.  You could tell she and Ed had someone
else in their hearts and mind when Ed would be
seen trooping through the snow toward a neighbor's
home carrying food or fresh-picked peaches or
other delicacies.  Joan offered sage advice to me on
issues concerning diplomacy and representation of
our Association.  Even though a retired school
teacher, Joan volunteered her skills to help teachers
and children at regional schools.  Ed, however,
spent his free time on the golf course and trying to
convert me to his political party.  My wife and I
could not have picked better neighbors than the
Edmonton Court and Ontario Street gang; in
particularly Ed & Joan Tarlosky.Ó 

Don't Use Mailboxes or Mailbox Flags for flyers
or our Village Crier.  A 1934 Federal law prohibits
placing unstamped material in a private mailbox. 
The law has been argued before the Supreme Court,
which upheld the prohibition of placement in
private mailboxes of ''mailable matter'' that has not
actually been stamped and mailed.  Only the United
States Postal Service may use mailboxes for
delivery without paying postage. 

ÒWhoever knowingly and willfully deposits any
mailable matter such as statements of accounts,
circulars, salebills, or other like matter, on which
no postage has been paid, in any letter box
established, approved, or accepted by the Postal
Service for the receipt or delivery of mail matter on
any mail route with intent to avoid payment of
lawful postage thereon, shall for each such offense
be fined under this title.Ó 

Flyers, newsletters, magazines, notes, letters, etc.
found in or on mailboxes may be charged postage
due.  Also under current law, a violation of the
mailbox restriction law is an infraction that can be
punished by a fine but not by imprisonment.  The
maximum fine for each offense is $5,000 for
individuals and $10,000 for organizations.  Thanks
Becky Duckworth for reminding us of this law. 

County Board of Supervisors Approve Special
Home Improvement Permit Ð Until just recently,



many of our carports could not be converted to a
garage or additions built to our homes.  Why?  We
would need a variance permit, but a 2004 ruling of
the Virginia Supreme Court had greatly narrowed
the situations in which a variance permit could be
granted.  The only variances allowed were for
property that would otherwise be rendered useless
without the variance permit. 

The new special permit process replaces the role
that variances used to play in county land use.  With
the new process, the Board of Zoning Appeals will
issue the permits on a case-by-case basis after a
public hearing.  Applicants must meet strict criteria,
and the BZA may impose conditions, such as
requiring new landscaping or screening that must be
met as part of a renovation project.

The only projects that qualify for this permit are
renovations to existing buildings that met zoning
rules at the time they were constructed and do not
require removing more than 50 percent of the
original structure and do not increase the floor area
of the structure by more than 150 percent and will
not reduce minimum yard sizes by more than 50
percent.

The BZA must also find that the change would not
adversely impact neighbors and that the plans are in
character with the surrounding neighborhood and
that the requested modification is the minimum
necessary.  BZA members may also impose any
conditions on the permit that they deem necessary
to alleviate the impact of the new construction. 

Some are concerned that these changes liberalize
county zoning laws too much and will spur massive
redevelopment in older communities. 

Complaints Received Ð Many of you have reported
issues that can either be addressed informally on a
neighbor-to-neighbor basis.  But if that fails,
Fairfax County has an online complaint form to use
if we need Òbig brotherÓ (Fairfax County and/or the
police) to sort out the issue.  Go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/faqs/concerns.htm for a
list of common complaints and the agency
responsible for each.  There youÕll also find a link
to the online complaint form.  Frequent complaints
include:

¥ Cars parked on lawns Ð can not exceed 48 hours
¥ Sheds/conex containers on front yard Ð only

during construction/remodeling
¥ Cats using neighborsÕ property as litter box Ð

pet owners are responsible for cleanup
¥ A car repair or detailing business operated on

residential property; itÕs not authorized
¥ Door-to-door sales Ð other than school children,

those selling must be registered with Fairfax
County.  Ask for their county license to sell
door-to-door.  The license has to have the name
of the person at your door on it. 

Northern Virginia Habitat ReStore  Ð The
ReStore furthers Habitat for HumanityÕs mission by
providing affordable home improvement materials. 
In addition to reducing waste, ReStore makes
affordable materials available to homeowners for
home improvements and maintenance.  Useful
products in good condition are channeled to those
who want them instead of adding to our landfills. 

Their entire inventory is donated by local
businesses and individuals allowing their prices to
be 50 to 90 percent below retail prices.  Donating
materials to ReStore helps builders, contractors and
individuals dispose of usable, excess or unwanted
materials that are in good condition in a way that
offers tax savings to donors.  The ReStore staff
makes it easy for you to contribute by offering pick-
up service for your donated items.  All proceeds
benefit Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia. 

Whether youÕre thinking of remodeling and stuck
with a budget or upgrading your appliances and
donÕt know what to do with the old ones, the
ReStore is the answer!  The Habitat ReStore is
located at 7770-G Richmond Highway, Alexandria,
VA (behind GoldÕs Gym).  For more information,
visit www.restorenova.org, call 703/360-6700 or
contact Jennifer Guerra via e-mail at
jguerra@habitatnova.org. 

New Tree Brochure Provides Valuable
Information on Urban Forestry Ð A new brochure
containing tips for successful tree planting and
maintenance has been created for Fairfax County
residents by the Fairfax County Park Authority. 
The two-sided card also includes phone numbers
and web addresses to find quick answers for
questions and issues regarding trees, seeds, pests,
ordinances and removal of leaves and yard waste. 

According to American Forests, a reforestation
advocacy group, trees offer an economical, long-
term solution to many of the environmental
problems facing urban areas today.  Planting trees
helps reduce air pollution by removing greenhouse
gases.  Their roots filter contaminants from water
runoff and slow soil erosion; trees also create
habitat for wildlife.  Trees can also be planted as
monuments to honor loved ones and help improve
the overall appearance of urban landscapes. 

Fairfax County is home to a number of famous
trees.  Large champion trees and trees planted by
one of AmericaÕs most famous leaders draw



peopleÕs interest from around the country.  An 85-
foot-tall Copper Beech Tree, VirginiaÕs largest
example of the species, has been growing on the
grounds of Fairfax Christian Church for more than
200 years.  This state championÕs trunk boasts a
circumference of 20 feet!  Huntley Meadows Park
is home to a county champion, a Swamp Chestnut
Oak.  Two rare Canadian Hemlocks can be found at
Scotts Run Nature Preserve in McLean.  Of the
hundreds of trees planted at Mount Vernon by
George Washington in the late 1700Õs, only 13
remain standing.  Two memorable examples
include a 165-foot-tall Pecan tree, which towers
over the estate and a 140-foot White Ash with a
nearly 16-foot-diameter trunk. 

As the population of Fairfax County continues to
grow, planting trees will be an important tool for
ensuring our air and water remains clean, and for
keeping our urban landscapes cool and inviting. 
Brochures are available at Fairfax County Park
Authority sites, including nature centers, recreation
centers, golf courses and at Green Spring Gardens. 
For more information about the benefits of trees,
contact the Resource Management Division office
at 703/324-8674 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/park/stewardship. 

Plans for the Engineer Proving Grounds (EPG) -
The EPG is 800-plus acres on the left-hand side of
southbound Rolling Road south of the Parkway and
north of Fullerton Road (McDonalds Hamburgers). 
Once the EPG is developed, the Army wants to put
the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and
elements of the Washington Headquarters Service
into the EPG along with the National Museum of
the U.S. Army.  

The museum alone is expected to attract more than
1 million visitors per year.  Elements of the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center will be combined with
the base's Dewitt Hospital and located in a new
facility somewhere on the main Fort Belvoir post. 
Of the 22,000 personnel being moved under the
Base Realignment and Closing Program, 18,000
will commute to their new job site at the EPG.  Our
CountyÕs Board of Supervisors stated that having
18,000 employees coming to work at the EPG that
now handles almost no traffic is a recipe for trouble. 
Certainly it will have an impact on traffic through
our Village. 

The base realignment moves must be completed by
2011.  Allegedly, all of the BRAC initatives will
annually save us $49 billion nationwide.  Army
spokesmen have said that more opportunities for
public comments will be available as the planning
proceeds. 

Our letter input through Delegate Dave Albo to the
Congressional Hearing at Rolling Valley
Elementary School on Aug. 31 follows:

ÒOur biggest concern over the development of the
EPG is traffic!  And, the additional volume a
developed EPG will put on Rolling Road and our
West Springfield Village quality of life.  We can't
seem to get past the discussion phase of widening
that roadbed.  Even though I would rather it not be
widened to four lanes of 45-mph traffic with left-
turn lanes and a raised median, we now find
ourselves in the position of having to ask the
powers to widen that road before the Parkways are
connected and certainly before any EPG
development is occupied.  Opening a ramp off of I-
95 with three northbound lanes of 50-mph traffic
through the EPG can only mean that frustrated
drivers in traffic will find Rolling Road as an
alternative route north through our Village to access
Old Keene Mill Road and Braddock Road. 

ÒYou surely are aware of the frustration drivers will
have when those three lanes will have to slow and
converge onto the existing single-lane ramp to
continue west and north along the Fairfax County
Parkway.  All anyone would have to do is look at
their plans to realize that it does not include
widening and improving that single lane ramp off
Rolling onto the Parkway.  VDOT admitted it
needed to be improved, but left it out of the plans
for financial reasons.  They simply said that it
would have to be improved after the Parkways are
connected under a separate project managed by yet
another VDOT design/build team. 

ÒIt really makes little difference who develops the
EPG, traffic is traffic!  There will be congestion and
lots of it.  The only rational thing to do is to move
the Rolling Road project up in front to have it
available at/about the same time the Parkways are
connected and to incorporate changes into the plans
that will allow that ramp to be widened to handle
continuing Parkway traffic. 

ÒAnd, please don't let them forget that traffic light
at Barnack and Rolling near the very school in
which the meeting will be held.  VDOT/NOVA
keeps me at arm's length with their declaration that
funding was held up with the budget issues at state
and still may be two or more years before it can
help tame Rolling Road traffic.Ó 

Send Personal Messages to U.S. Military
Personnel Serving Overseas Ð On June 26, 2006,
the Xerox Corporation launched the web site
www.LetsSayThanks.com, a free service that
allows the public to send personal messages to U.S.
military personnel serving overseas.  The messages



are sent on postcards designed, drawn and
submitted by children across the United States. 

Senders can choose card designs and write
personalized messages (of 472 characters or less) to
accompany them.  Once a month the cards are
printed in batch at Xerox's facilities in Webster,
New York, and distributed to men and women
deployed on active duty with all branches of the
armed services in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. 
(Senders cannot designate specific persons as the
recipients of their cards, but they can opt to have
copies of their cards and messages delivered to their
homes.)  Xerox has said it will continue to run the
"Let's Say Thanks" program as long as there is a
need for it. 

Free Shipping Supply Kit Ð  The U.S. Postal
Service (USPS) will supply for free, to anyone who
asks, specially packaged Priority Mail supplies for
shipping "care kits" to members of the U.S. military
stationed overseas.  To obtain a free kit of shipping
supplies, simply call the USPS' packing supplies
order line at 1-800-610-8734, select option #1
("Express Mail, Priority Mail or Global Express
Guaranteed products"), and ask a customer service
agent for CAREKIT04 (or a "military kit").  You
need supply only your name, address, and phone
number, and they'll get a kit off to you that should
arrive within 7 to 10 days.  Senders who use these
materials still have to pay the requisite postage
themselves.  The USPS also offers a "Supporting
Our Troops" page on their web site with links to
guidelines for packing, addressing, and shipping
items to U.S. troops. 
 
Financial Planning for a Disaster Ð Laura
Bentley submitted these articles taken [I believe]
from the Aug. 8 Washington Post. 

ÒWhen a natural or man-made disaster strikes, be it
a hurricane affecting an entire region or a gas leak
affecting one house, it is only natural and
appropriate to think first of the very basics of life:
safety, shelter, food  and water.  But it also makes
sense, in the quiet of normal daily living, to make
plans for money matters in the immediate aftermath
of a disaster.  As the saying goes, the best time to
fix a leaky roof is on a sunny day.  If you have only
minutes to leave your home, advance planning for
keeping your head above water financially can pay
big dividends. 

ÒHere are a few pointers: 

ÒKeep the following items in a place that is easily
available to you in an emergency, but not so
apparent as to invite theft:  forms of identification,
such as driver's licenses, insurance cards, Social

Security cards, passports, and birth certificates;
enough checks and deposit slips to last a month, or
at least a checking account number; ATM cards,
debit cards, and credit cards; telephone numbers
and account numbers for providers of financial
services; the key to your safe-deposit box; and some
cash. 

ÒMake copies of your most important documents,
ideally on disks, and keep the copies well outside of
your home area. 

ÒUse a safe-deposit box for items that you are not
likely to need in a hurry, such as birth certificates
and originals of contracts.  Other items can go in a
sturdy safe at home. 

ÒIn the same waterproof, portable Ôevacuation bagÕ
in which you can keep medications, first-aid kits,
flashlights, and so forth, keep some of the up-to-
date financial papers mentioned above.  But secure
it well, lest you inadvertently provide a treasure
trove of your financial information to a thief. 

ÒChoose automated services over dependency on
writing and mailing checks and trips to your bank. 
You can weather a storm financially more easily
with direct deposit, automatic bill payments, and
Internet banking services.Ó

Home Repairs for Seniors and Disabled Ð Fairfax
County homeowners who are disabled or at least 62
years old with an annual income that does not
exceed $40,600 for a single person and $46,400 for
two persons, take heed Ð you may qualify for
FairFax County's Home Repair for the Elderly
Program.  Repairs include minor electrical repairs,
plumbing work, painting, repair of steps and floors,
and minor accessibility modifications.  To apply
call 703/246-5154. 

FCPS Students Eligible for Discounts on Select
Microsoft Products – Through a special agreement
with Microsoft, Fairfax County Public Schools
(FCPS) students and staff members can now
purchase select Microsoft products for home and
personal use at great discounts.  In addition, FCPS
adult education students are also eligible to
purchase through this program. 

Student Select is part of FCPS Technology@Home
Program.  This program seeks to help students,
faculty, and staff members with their home
technology needs by enabling them to purchase
directly from vendors at educational discount rates. 
With the latest technology, students, faculty, and
staff members can make the best use of
instructional and administrative resources from
home.  For more information on available products,



pricing, and how to order, go to
www.fcps.edu/DIT/techathome/studentselect.html.

In Case of an Emergency Ð There is a very simple,
yet important method of contact for you or a loved
one in case of an emergency.  As cell phones are
carried by the majority of the population, all you
need to do is program the number of a contact
person or persons and store the name as "ICE."

The idea was thought up by a paramedic who found
that when they went to the scenes of accidents,
there were always mobile phones with patients, but
they didn't know which numbers to call.  He
therefore thought that it would be a good idea if
there was a nationally recognized name to file "next
of kin" under.

The idea is that you store the word "ICE " in your
mobile phone address book, and with it enter the
number of the person you would want to be
contacted "In Case of Emergency."  In an
emergency situation, Emergency Services
Personnel and hospital staff would then be able to
quickly contact your next of kin, by simply dialing
the number programmed under "ICE." 

But before declaring someone your ICE contact,
make sure they are willing to act on your behalf and
that they know who to contact for you (including
your place of work).  Use a phone number for your
ICE partner that can more easily be reached (i.e.,
don't use a home phone if habitually no one is home
during the day).  Make sure your ICE partner knows
of your medical conditions that may affect
emergency treatment, such as allergies.  

Also, be sure your ICE contact is someone who can
and is authorized to make decisions for you when
you are not capable.  Lastly, if your ICE partner is
deaf include "TEXT" in their listing on your cell
phone.  For example, ICETEXT - John - 703/451-
7055.  Emergency responders credit this simple act
for saving people's lives, but also saving them the
embarrassment of searching your phone listing to
find the right person to inform of your medical
situation. 

Systemic Mail Problems  Ð Had received enough
negative response from the Village about mail
delivery problems that I discussed the issues with
Mail Carrier Supervisor James Bryson.  He was
thankful for our report and acknowledged the
problem is largely due to the lack of a dedicated
carrier.  Instead, we often get a carrier who works
two routes or as a last-minute fill in.  He is trying to
hire a dedicated carrier, but faces manpower
restrictions.  He asked that we continue to monitor
mail problems and make subsequent reports if

delivery problems are not resolved.  So Ð we are on
record and asked to continue to report.  Let me
know if/when you recieve someone else's mail or
yours is delivered elsewhere. 

Directory Check Ð Jane Ray (Landor Lane)
volunteered to take the Directory Editor position,
effective our next community directory.  Jane is a
long-time resident and an active community
volunteer.  She and I would like to hear from you
about the current directory.  Are the phone numbers
correct?  Did we include those numbers you
wanted?  Is your name and address correctly listed? 
Is the font appropriate for your use?  Any
suggestions for improvement will be welcome. 

Take a few moments to look over the FY Ô06
Directory and make suggestions to improve the
format for the FY Ô07 edition.  It should be
delivered to your door on/about Jan.1, 2007.  We
said farewell to previous Directory Editor Christy
Grimste and her husband Bob when they recently
left for their assignment to Turkey. Christy has
done a remarkable job as Editor, especially given
last year's quick response needed to sell ads to
offset the cost of printing.  It could have cost us
about $1,400 to publish the directory, but Christy
sold enough ads to completely offset the printing
costs.  Thank you Christy Ð you and Bob enjoy
Turkey!  And thanks to Jane for stepping in as our
new Community Directory Editor. 

Printing Ideas to Sell Directory Ads  Ð Our
printing press asked to again sell the ads for our
directory.  It was a time-consuming job for us so we
agreed to give that task back to Printing Ideas. 
They agreed to allow all that advertised in the FY
Ô06 Directory an opportunity to advertise in the FY
Ô07 edition.  With your permission, I will forward
contact information to Printing Ideas so they can
contact you about the next directory.  You may
contact Steve Hule at steve@printingideas.com.  
More will follow on this, but I know that it is a
relief not to have to worry about covering the costs
of our directory. 

School Safety Ð Bob Brien Ð Last weekÕs e-news
note about backing out of driveways reminded me
of a national TV show I saw a few months ago. 
They mentioned how many thousand kids get run
over by their parents and grand parents every year
while they are backing out of their own driveway
and how devastating that is.

A lot safer solution is to back ÒintoÓ the driveway. 
The visibility drivers have backing in is 100 times
better.  Drivers can see down the entire block
including the street, lawns and sidewalks; it doesn't
get any safer.  If a child or adult is close to the



driveway, just stop!  It is that easy.  The folks that
back in have also have the best visibility coming
out of their driveway Ð forward.  It is that easy. 
Thanks Bob! 

The New West Springfield Village Forum is
accessible via our Civic Association web site.  The
forum provides members with the opportunity to
meet and discuss issues relevant to our
neighborhood.  It also provides space for registered
users (anyone with a valid e-mail address can
register) to post topics, initiate discussions, and give
away or sell unwanted items.

Registration is required to post to the forum, but
anyone can view the posts.  Please take a look,
register and use this new tool.  You can get to the
forum from the Village's home page
(www.westspringfieldvillage.org) by clicking on
the forum link, or go directly to:
www.westspringfieldvillage.org/Forum/phpBB2/in
dex.php.  We intend to increase use of that forum so
please register and get familiar with what it can do
for you.  Many of these Crier articles are
appropriate for the forum. 

Neatest Yard in the Village?  Your Village Crier
Editor nominated 6912 Ontario Street (southwest
corner of Ontario & Springfield Village Drive) as
the "neatest yard in the Village."  Do you know of
another "neatest yard,Ó "nicest flower gardenÓ or
Òbest Halloween/Thanksgiving decoration?"  E-mail
your favorites to Larry Mark (ldmark@erols.com). 
He'll try to publish these examples of an
outstanding green thumb or decorating ability in the
January Crier. 

AAA Trash Service Ð Given additional fuel and
environmental charges, AAA can no longer protect
us from price increases, but our Civic Association
rates are far lower than what they'd be without our
agreement with AAA.  Below is their response
concerning once-per-week collection.  AAA's
Senior Rates are not part of our agreement; you'll
have to call AAA at 703/818-8222 to determine if
their seniors' rate is less than our one time per week
collection rate. 

"For once-a-week service, the negotiated rate in
2005 was $21.50 per month/$64.50 per quarter plus
landfill increases (every July).  The base rate of
$21.50 per month was increased July 1, 2006, by
$1.25 per month.  So the new base rate is $22.75
per month.  However, keep in mind that Ôfuel feesÕ
are extra and fluctuated per quarterly bill.

ÒThose with twice-per-week collection of
household trash should have been charged $73.50
($24.50/month) in our last bills.  On the lower half

of the bill, however, was another warning of a rate
increase Ð again due to fuel costs and environmental
charges levied upon trash-removal services.Ó 

Dog Walking Ð A good neighbor who lives along
the walking route to Rolling Valley Elementary
School asks that we include a gentle reminder to all
of our fellow dog owners to clean up after their pets
as they walk through our neighborhood. 
Apparently some have forgotten to clean up after
their dogs Ð even when they went in the middle of
the sidewalk.  We are lucky to have a pet-friendly
community; let's keep it that way by cleaning up
after our pets. 

Update on Rolling Road from VDOT/NOVA Ð I
asked Virginia Department of Transportation/
Northern Virginia for an update to the project and
concerning the traffic light at Barnack and Rolling
Road.  Here is the latest from the Virginia
Department of Transportation/Northern Virginia: 

"Supervisor McConnell is, of course, very
concerned over having Rolling Road completed
before BRAC, but based on the latest state budget,
with no transportation funding from the G.A.
[General Assembly], Rolling Road is not scheduled
to start construction until spring 2013.
 
ÒThe traffic light is not funded until next fiscal year,
but I am working with county staff to try and get
the design finished with other funds so that it can be
installed as soon the federal money is available next
October. 

ÒWe are still planning to survey folks on the on-
street parking issue, and to have another citizen
meeting perhaps sometime later this year.  We have
been waiting for the physical ground survey with
property owner information to be turned in to us in
a usable file, and that is due any day now. 
Unfortunately, there has been staff turnover at the
consulting firm as they prepare for the worst as far
as roadway funding is concerned." 

2006 Bond Referendums Ð Fairfax County voters
will be asked to vote ÒyesÓ or ÒnoÓ on two county
bond questions in the Nov. 7 general election.  

To make it easy for residents to obtain information
about the bond referendums, the county has created
a Web page at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/bond
with general information, answers to frequently
asked questions and an online form to request
speakers to make presentations. 

The public safety facilities bonds total $125 million. 
These bonds would allow Fairfax County to borrow
money to finance the renovation, capital renewal,



construction and expansion of public safety, civil
and criminal justice facilities.  Of the $125 million,
$71.1 million will go to police facilities; $29.1
million to fire and rescue facilities; and $24.8
million to capital renewal and improvements at
public safety, civil and criminal justice facilities. 

The parks and park facilities bonds total $25 million
to allow Fairfax County to borrow money for
acquiring new parks and developing and improving
park facilities.  Of the $25 million, $10 would be
for land acquisition; $10 million for converting up
to12 existing rectangular athletic fields to synthetic
turf fields; and $5 million for trails and stream
crossings improvements. 

Real Estate Market News  Ð Norah Wilson
(Glover Court) [Credit the Sept./Oct. McEnearney
"Market Watch Report"] Ð There is no doubt that
the market is slower and softer in every respect
when compared to the last several years.  

The pendulum has swung in favor of buyers.
Previous appreciation rates of 20-25 percent were
not sustainable.  And the longer they continued, the
harder the fall would be.  The compounded average
annual increase in the average sales price of a home
in the metro DC area over the last 30 years is 7
percent.  Seven percent is normal and sustainable.

Three of the ten wealthiest counties as measured by
median household income in the United States are
in Northern Virginia:  Loudoun (#1), Fairfax (#2),
and Prince William (#7).  The entire DC region
ranks second only to San Jose, Calif., in median
income, and we have the lowest regional poverty
rate in the country Ð 7 percent.  That means we have
a stable, broad-based economy.

Virginia is one of a handful of states with an AAA
bond rating and continues to attract businesses and
jobs from all over the world.  The state not only has
a huge number of well-paying white collar jobs, but
with Hampton Roads among the busiest seaports in
the United States, the state also has a huge
industrial base.  The future for the Commonwealth
looks very good. 

We still have net migration to Northern Virginia,
and we are forming households at a pace that
exceeds the number of new housing units being
built.  And, while in the transitioning market we are
seeing an increase in rentals and a decrease in sales
activity, people still have to have a place to live.
The emerging town center developments throughout
the region will create more jobs closer to major
transportation arteries.  Rail to Dulles will help fuel
and sustain the region's growth. 

The region has the lowest unemployment rate in the
county Ð 3.5 percent Ð and Northern Virginia's is
lowest in the region Ð right around 2 percent.  We
continue to create jobs at a significant pace. 

Every area in metro DC has seen a softening in
demand, but Fairfax County continues to be the
most active area, and it also has the greatest
population.  As noted, the closer-in jurisdictions are
holding up far better than the outlying suburbs.  

It would seem that proximity to the close-in major
employment center, mass transit and shorter
commutes matter a great deal.  With higher gas
prices and ever worsening traffic, it would seem
that home buyers are making quality-of-life
decisions that place a premium on living closer in.

Mortgage interest rates are already low and have
been trending slightly lower over the last couple of
months.  Yes, they were a full point lower in the
spring of 2005, and the rise in rates contributed to
the slowing of the market, but today's rates look
pretty good.

Still, there are considerably more homes for sale on
the market and homes are taking longer to sell. 
Contract activity is off as well.  We may not see 7-
percent appreciation in home values in 2006, but an
individual's housing decision should be a long-term
decision.  Feel good about owning a home here Ð
unless you have to sell right now.

Announcements:

Married Ð U.S. Air Force Captain W. Glenn
Cooley married Kerry Hiney on the 2nd of
September in Croton-on-Hudson. Reception was at
the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, New York.
Glenn was on crutches for the wedding nursing a
broken foot, but still managed to dance with his
wife.  Their honeymoon to Hawaii was put on hold
until he fully recovers; instead they took a shorter
honeymoon in Maine along the coast. Mr. & Mrs.
Cooley will return to Dayton, Ohio, where Glenn
will await news on possible selection to the USAF
Test Pilot Program.  Kerry is the Executive Trainer
for Modell's Sporting Goods and will continue to
serve that company from Dayton and during
frequent trips to training sites. 

50th Wedding Anniversary Ð Dick & Pat Yost,
original Village owners, are celebrating their 50th
wedding anniversity Oct. 13.  They have seven
children, all of whom are graduates of West
Springfield High School and are scattered
throughout the state of Virginia.  They also enjoy
seeing their 12 grandchildren during regular family
celebrations.  Congratulations to the Yost family. 



Board of Directors 2005-2006

John Cooley, President           451-7055
Shawn Klimek, Past President         569-6328
Brenda Simpkiss, Vice President     569-6814
Kristy Walker, Treasurer           569-5985
Ed Wyse, Secretary           569-3372

Help Needed for Three Projects: 

1.  Coordinator of the Annual Halloween Parade
and Party Ð Julie Atlas had started this wonderful
event, but will soon leave us.  Please let me know if
you are willing to take the reigns of this fun, family
event.  Julie graciously provided us a continuity
folder (that I now have) to help the next Halloween
Parade Coordinator.  This event will take place on
Oct. 28 this year.  Participants will assemble near
the intersection of Harland and Barnack and parade
along Barnack to the Village West Pool parking lot. 
Village motorcycle riders would be most helpful
controlling vehicle traffic even though we will ask
for police and fire department support.  We expect
vehicle traffic along Barnack will be rerouted while
our children are on the street. 

2.  Tree Planters  Ð Our Association will plant
shade trees near the Rolling Valley Elementary
School playground equipment.  That equipment gets
too hot for our children to use, especially during the
summer when our children are free to play there. 
Fairfax County will provide free trees, but we'll
need help to ball the trees and to transplant them
into the playground.  I suspect this will also involve
landscaping with timber to help level the intended
location of the trees and backfilling with topsoil. 
Interested?  If you have tree skills and experience in
this type of transplant and are willing to be the
project manager, please let me know. 

3.  Rolling Valley Elementary School needs
character actors  for their annual Haunted
House/Fun Fair.  Don Cheney (Ontario, 703/569-
1757) is our Village point of contact for this event. 
He and Brian Whitehouse chair this profitable and
fun event for the RVES PTA.  They will need help
setting up the scenes on Oct. 27, actors to help scare
or at least portray scary scenes for our children's
delight/fright.  They will also need help to
disassemble the sets once the event is over.  

Haunted House/Fun Fair will be held on Oct. 28
this year.  It will start in the early evening (time to
be announced) for the younger children to go
through with the lights on and then the lights go out
and the screaming starts for real.  At the same time,
the Fun Fair is also rocking with family fun.  There
will be games, prizes and treats including pizza,
popcorn, cakes, cookies and drinks for sale.  All
proceeds benefit the Parent Teacher Association
and eventually the school and our children directly. 
Older teenage children can volunteer to help and get
community service credit for their school
requirement.  

You needn't have a child at RVES to sign up to
help.  Contact Don or myself if you want to help

with the Haunted House and let me know if you
want to help with the Fun Fair side.  In either case, I
can and will forward your message on to the
appropriate chairs. 

Looking for a Few Good Scouts! Ð Dan
Riedinger Ð Cub Scout Pack 1545, comprising
boys in grades one through five (ages 7-10) in and
around West Springfield Village, is seeking a few
good scouts to join our pack.  Now is a great time
for boys and their families to get involved in Cub
Scouting, as we gear up for a year full of activities
that help scouts develop new skills, build
confidence, and have lots of fun with their friends. 
If youÕre interested or have questions, please
contact Chris Jensen, Cubmaster, at 703/569-7372
or e-mail candbjensen@verizon.net.

Pohick Stream Park and Watershed Clean-up Ð
Saturday, Oct. 21, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.  Wear
boots, old clothes and work gloves.  Bring a water
bottle for your personal consumption.  Plan to
assemble at the Park entrance off Smyth Street. 
Children and scout groups are welcome and can
earn community service credit for this fun family
adventure.  Trash bags will be provided.  We'll
register participants at 9:00 a.m. and go directly into
the woods to collect trash. 

Birthday Celebration Ð Dick Denny (Past
President of our Civic Association) celebrated his
birthday on Sept. 5 with family, friends and his
neighbors.  Dick has apparently found the fountain
of youth (golf) and remains very young in body and
spirit. 

Sound Systems Wanted Ð Topper Mott (Smyth)
does the sound system for the RVES Haunted
House (see article above).  He needs three usable
stereo systems for Haunted House.  He is looking
for old stereo systems (maximum three) that consist
of a receiver/amp, a CD player and a pair of
speakers.  He will put scary, frightful music and
sound in the hall, in the courtyard and the library. 
Ideally, these systems would be donated to the
PTA.  Topper is at 703/569-6436. 

Looking for an AVON Representative Ð Bernie
Lof needs an AVON representative.  Is anybody in



that business or knows of someone?  Bernie is at
703/451-8115.

Free Ð to a good home.  Two mature female guinea
pigs complete with cage and accessories.  Call
Kristy at 703/569-5985 or e-mail at
kribis865@yahoo.com.

New Baby on Landor Ð Welcome to Katherine
Zebrowski Avey, born to Mike & Margaret on
Sept. 26 at 8 pounds, 3 ounces.  She joins her 3-
year-old brother Brendan.

The Village Crier is your newsletter.  Your family
announcements are not only welcome, but
necessary to keep it interesting and a neighborly
tool to announce births, weddings, graduations,
anniversaries, promotions or any other news that
youÕd like to share with the rest of us.  You can 

send an e-mail to Crier Editor Larry Mark
(ldmark@erols.com) Or President John Cooley
(john.t.cooley@verizon.net).  You can also pen a
note and drop it in the mail to CAWSV, P.O. Box
2204, Springfield, VA 22152.
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